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‘Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message,
and the message is heard through the word about Christ.

Romans 10:17 (NIV UK)

It is easy to take language and communication for granted — until we are in a
situation where it is anything but easy. | remember being in Mexico a few years
ago and meeting the team who were working on filming the Gospels in Mexican
Sign Language. They were a wonderful group of young people, all deaf and eager
that others in the deaf community would have access to the Scriptures in their
heart language. Their enthusiasm for the task was infectious.

To enable me to ask them a question and receive an answer, there had to be a
sequence of events. | asked the question in English, our translator translated the
question into Spanish in her own mind and then signed the question to the group,
they responded in sign language, the translator translated that into Spanish in her
mind and then into English for me.

After an hour of discussion our translator must have been exhausted! She enabled
us to have a great chat though.

The work of translating the Bible into the heart language of the peoples of the
world takes a long time and we thank God for those he has gifted with the skills
needed for this wonderful task. In this edition of Read and Pray you will read of
Bible translations that are nearing completion, so let us stand with the translators
and pray them over the finishing line. Then we can share in the joy of those who
will benefit from the Bible in the language in which they think and dream.

As ever, thank you so much for partnering with us.

G P
—_

Elaine Duncan
Chief Executive
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A young Cuban girl is delighted to receive her own copy of the Bible.
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SAT
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1 July - 2 Samuel 3:6-39

Frank and Shawn Dvorak arrive in Scotland today from Faith Comes by Hearing,
to record a Gaelic Audio New Testament. Please give thanks for them both and
their work in making the Bible accessible to all.

2 July - 2 Samuel 4:1-12

The Bible-a-month partner for July is the Cuba Bible Commission (the Bible
Society in Cuba). Praise God for the recent One Million Bible Project where
Christians were able to celebrate the distribution of one million Bibles in that
country. However, prayer is still needed for the many Cuban believers yet to
receive their own copy of God’s Word. Pray that Bible distribution will grow at
the same pace as the local church.

3 July - Psalm 52

Give thanks for the launch of two new translations of the Bible in Mozambique.
The Xichangana and Emakhuwa Bibles were published at the end of 2021. Now
7.2 million people can better understand God’s Word because it's in their heart
language.

4 July - 2 Samuel 5:1-25

Work begins in earnest today on the Gaelic Audio New Testament recording.
A cast of characters, made up of volunteers and professional actors, will be
taking part over the next two months. Please pray for this new team as they
come together in Edinburgh.
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5 July - 2 Samuel 6:1-23

Globally many thousands of people cannot read in their own heart language but
will hear the Word of God for the first time through an audio Bible. Give thanks
for this vital work, bringing the Bible to everyone.

6 July - 2 Samuel 7:1-17

Please pray for the actors involved in the Gaelic Audio New Testament recording,
that the words they speak each day will bring life and hope to those who listen
in the future.

7 July - 2 Samuel 7:18-29

Proof listeners are vital to the recording of any new text, checking accuracy
and delivery as God’s Word is spoken aloud. Please give thanks for our team
of dedicated volunteers undertaking this work for the Gaelic Audio New
Testament recording.

8 July - 2 Samuel 8:1-18

The Gaelic Audio New Testament recordings will continue in Edinburgh
throughout this month, please pray for efficiency, effectiveness and joy in
getting all the work done in such a short time.

9 July - 2 Samuel 9:1-13

Pray for the New Croatian Bible, due for publication at the end of this year.
Pray that it may become an effective tool for outreach from the different
Churches in Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina.

10 July - Psalm 53

The Bible Society of Tanzania works with orphans and vulnerable children in the
Mbarali district of Mbeya. Pray that teaching life skills and interaction with the
Word of God will bring hope and transformation.

11 July - Luke 3:1-20

Give thanks for the work of the Bible Society in Cyprus. Each year they print
and distribute 7,000 New Testaments to school pupils. Over recent years
relationships between the Church and the Bible Society have strengthened,
resulting in not only the provision of Scripture but also Bible engagement
initiatives.

12 July - Luke 3:21 - 4:13

SBS has a stand at the Keswick Convention, Cumbria on the theme of

‘Stories of Light and Life. Please pray for good encounters and conversations
as the Convention visitors engage with our work.

13 July - Luke 4:14 - 30

Pray for Scripture Union Holidays as they use our Joseph and The Triumph of
Grace books, with the accompanying Joseph’s Journal. Pray that many young
people will meet with God and experience his amazing grace as they read and
explore Joseph'’s story.
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14 July - Luke 4:31-44

Pray for the team working to translate the Bible into the Cairene and Saiidi
languages (both dialects of spoken Egyptian Arabic). Initially focussing on the
New Testament, the project was recently extended to include the whole Bible.
Please pray for the team, at this pivotal stage of the project. Their aim is to
complete the work by December 2025.

15 July - Luke 5:1-11

The New Testament Tour is an initiative of the Bible Society of El Salvador.
The tour includes the offer of personal development lessons, participation in
Bible reading groups and one-to-one mentoring for teenagers in school. Pray
that pupils who choose to take part will discover God'’s purpose for their lives.

16 July - Luke 5:12-16
Pray for staff attending the Keswick Convention over the next two weeks. Pray
for inspiring conversations about our work at the Scottish Bible Society stand.

17 July - Psalm 54

Through a Bible-based Trauma Healing programme the Bible Society of Eswatini
supports many children orphaned by HIV and AIDS. Pray that parentless
children will take great comfort in knowing that God loves them.

18 July - Luke 5:17-26

The Bible Society of Ethiopia is working to produce a Children’s Bible in Amharic.
The manuscript is now at the stage of being checked and edited — pray that this
new Bible will be engaging and enjoyed by its intended audience.

19 July - Luke 5:27-39
SBS produces the Outspoken Bible and other free Bible audio resources. Please
pray that listeners will grow and learn as they interact with our podcast materials.

20 July - Luke 6:1-11

The French Bible Society aims to provide free Hebrew and Greek scholarly
editions of the Bible to theology students. In France, theology faculties are
not financed by the government, so those who study there often struggle
financially. Pray that the scholarly editions will be a valuable resource.

21 July - Luke 6:12-26

A translation team in Gabon is working on a revision of the Fang Bible. Their work
is 80% complete so please pray as this translation reaches the latter stages of
checking and proofing. Pray that this Bible will be published by the end of the year.

22 July - Luke 6:27-42

In Gambia, school attendance among young girls is low, so the Bible Society

in Gambia set up the project, Literacy For Young Girls And Women. Pray that the
programme will transform lives on many different levels. Pray for new
employment opportunities for the women, and pray that they will use their new
reading skills to discover God’s Word.
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23 July - Luke 6:43-49

In Ghana, the Bible Society provides teaching for vulnerable teenage girls who
can easily become victims of sexual exploitation. Pray for the 50,000 girls who
attended lessons on the theme of making wise choices. Give thanks for the
many who also accepted a Bible or Scripture portion.

24 July - Psalm 55

Bible-based Trauma Healing groups continue throughout the summer months here in
Scotland. Pray for healing and renewing as people share together and find comfort
in God’s Word.

25 July - Luke 7:1-10
Give thanks for Bible work in Guinea Bissau in West Africa. Pray for the Bible
Society there as they establish and develop Bible distribution and ministry.

26 July - Luke 7:11-17

Faith Comes by Hearing groups are growing in Guinea-Conakry. Praise God for
the 11 new groups which began to meet to listen to the New Testament last
year, and continue to pray for each participant.

27 July - Luke 7:18-35

Pray for increased spiritual growth in churches in Kuwait as the Bible Society
in the Gulf distributes Bibles for the Arabic speakers within each congregation.
Pray that many of them will draw closer to God through his Word.

28 July - Luke 7:36-50

In Cameroon, work to translate the Bible into the Guidar language has almost
finished. Praise God for the staff at the Bible Society of Cameroon who had the
faith to begin this project. Pray that they will have the joy of seeing this Bible
published by the end of the year.

29 July - Luke 8:1-15

Today the team recording the Gaelic Audio New Testament move to Lewis to
begin working with churches and volunteers there. Pray for safety in travel and
that new arrangements, venues and accommodation work well.

30 July - Luke 8:16-21
Pray for staff attending the Keswick in Buckie event over the next seven days.
Pray for good conversations at the Scottish Bible Society stand.

31 July - Psalm 56

Please pray for Bible ministry in Iceland. With 90% of the population
identifying as Christian, the Icelandic Bible Society aims to encourage a regular
Bible reading habit amongst them as well as making the Bible available in
Icelandic at an affordable price.
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A new Iranian Christian studies his New Testament.

1

1 August - Luke 8:22-25

The Bible-a-month partner for August is the Iranian Bible Society in Diaspora.
They aim to meet the Scripture needs of the many Iranian communities and
Iranian Christian refugees scattered across the world. Please pray for Iranian
believers. Pray that they will be encouraged through reading God’s Word and
pray especially for any who are suffering persecution.

2 August - Luke 8:26-39

The Indonesian Bible Society runs a literacy programme aimed at helping
students read, write, and use a computer as well as discover the Bible. Pray that
further funding for this project would become available as well as vaccines so
that every student will have a level of protection against COVID-19.

3 August - Luke 8:40-56

Pray for Global Translation Advising — a service run by the Finnish Bible Society.
Pray that the expertise and training they offer will improve efficiency and the
quality of translations produced by Bible Societies across the world.

4 August - Luke 9:1-9

In Israel, work has started on the First Old Testament Translation into Modern
Hebrew. Pray that this new translation will lead to an increased readership of the
Old Testament and result in faith in the God of Israel and his Messiah.
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5 August - Luke 9:10-17

Over 300,000 people in Japan live with a hearing impairment, so a translation
team from the Japan Bible Society is working to publish the Bible in Japanese Sign
Language. Pray that this new translation will lead to salvation for those in the
deaf community who have yet to encounter Jesus.

6 August - Luke 9:18-27

Pray for the 30.60.100 project in Jordan as they seek to show children and
young people that God loves them. Pray that the project will help to build a
generation who knows that God is with them.

7 August - Psalm 57

The Bible Society in Kazakhstan aims to publish a Children’s Bible in Russian
after the success of the Kazakh translation. Please pray for the smooth running
of this project, and that the parents of the children would also come to know
God's love.

8 August - Luke 9:28-36

The Faith Comes by Hearing project in Kenya aims to help people access God's
Word through audio Scriptures. Give thanks that with 500 established listening
groups, this project has the potential to reach 15,000 people.

9 August - Luke 9:37-50

Pray for the Bible Society of Kyrgyzstan as they support Christians living in a
country in which Islam is the main religion. One of their aims is to help build a
tolerant society in which everyone can have and read the Bible.

10 August - Numbers 20:1-29

This summer SBS has been preparing new ‘Story Trail’ lessons for our Ten Must
Know Bible Stories classroom resources. Please pray for Sue Thomson,
Educational Resources Coordinator, as she works with teachers and schools in
the vital area of education.

11 August - Numbers 21:1-9

Remember the Cuba Bible Commission in prayer. The Bible books of Luke and
Acts are being translated into Sign Language and filmed for the deaf community
in Cuba. Please pray for the team as they are due to complete the project by the
end of this year.

12 August - Numbers 21:10-35

With the rapid growth of Christianity across Liberia, the Bible Society is training
rural pastors in sermon preparation, church administration and Bible study. This
will help to effectively propagate the Gospel and strengthen the church. Pray
for the protection and safety of every team member taking part in this project.

13 August - Numbers 22:1-20

Give thanks for the many volunteer facilitators here in Scotland who are
continuing to lead Bible-based Trauma Healing groups within their communities.
Pray that they will know wisdom and strength from God as they serve him.
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14 August - Psalm 58

The Malagasy Study Bible will give lay leaders in Madagascar good Biblical
knowledge so that they can contribute more effectively to church growth and
outreach programmes. Please pray that there is enough funding to complete
this translation project and pray for the team working on it.

15 August - Numbers 22:21-41

The Bible Society in Malawi teaches young people God’'s Word through the Bible
Youth Advocates programme. The programme helps young people to discover their
gifts and to use these to serve the church community. Pray that every young person
taking part will recognise their potential and their role in the body of Christ.

16 August - Numbers 23:1-29

Give thanks that Ten Must Know Bible Stories are now part of Scottish Bible
Society. Pray that many teachers will be able to use the resources with
confidence and children will enjoy discovering 10 stories from the Bible.

17 August - Numbers 24:1-25

Give thanks, the Moldovan Bible Society is encouraging vulnerable families, single
parent families the elderly to engage with the Bible through the free distribution of
Family Bibles. Pray that God’s Word will bring hope to families in uncertain times.

18 August - Numbers 25:1-18

Pray for the translation team at the Colombian Bible Society as they work on
the Wayuunaiki Bible. Pray for energy and expertise for each translator so that
a careful and accurate translation will be the end result. Pray that this Bible will
be published on time by the end of 2023.

19 August - Numbers 27:1-11

In Namibia, the Bible Society runs a literacy programme for women and girls
who are Dhimba speakers. Pray for the Literary Facilitators and the Literary
Supervisor — currently being trained for the programme. Pray for the local
church partners as they implement these classes.

20 August - Numbers 27:12-23

Eliminating Domestic Violence in the Dutch Caribbean aims to break the cycle of
domestic violence by running a programme for those affected. Please pray that the
Holy Spirit will use this programme to bring healing to those who have suffered.

21 August - Psalm 59

End to End Nicaragua reaches out to all who have been impacted by the
COVID-19 pandemic or natural disasters. The Bible Society of Nicaragua aims
to partner with churches to share the God’s Word via video and audio. Pray that
many people may be reached through this programme.

22 August - Numbers 28:1-31

The Bible Society of Nigeria runs the African Biblical Leadership Initiative whose
aim is to transform the leadership in that nation. Pray that Biblical values will be
cultivated through this programme, especially among Nigeria's Christian leaders.
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23 August - Numbers 29:1-40

The Pakistan Bible Society works with Christian medical staff to provide
Scripture Engagement in Medical Camps. Pray that both the spiritual and
health needs of patients will be met during these camps.

24 August - Numbers 30:1-16

Pray for the Palestinian Bible Society as they serve Christians in communities
which are 98% Muslim. Pray that as they reach out, they would be a ‘Good
Samaritan’ to all people.

25 August - Numbers 31:1-24

Many people who live in rural villages and riverside communities in Paraguay
live in poverty. They lack safe housing and school buildings as well as food and
medicine. However, local churches are flourishing. Pray for the volunteers and
local Bible Society staff who work in those places.

26 August - Numbers 32:1-42

The Bread of Life programme in Peru provides a nutritious daily breakfast and
Bible class for the neediest children in Peru. Pray for the children on the
programme and the volunteers who serve Monday-Friday throughout the year.
Give thanks for the privilege of being able to support these children.

27 August - Numbers 35:6-34

More than 4 million people were left needing aid after Typhoon Rai devastated
the Philippines last year. Please pray for the Bible Society there, as they
continue to partner with other religious organisations to provide relief. Pray that
God'’s Word will bring comfort in the aftermath of this disaster.

28 August - Psalm 60

Over 3 million refugees have come into Poland since the start of the war

in Ukraine. The Bible Society in Poland is helping them and providing Bible
resources to those who need them. The level of need means that they require
a larger warehouse in which to store the Scriptures and need to employ more
staff members. Please pray for these practical concerns, and continue to pray
for Ukrainian refugees in Poland.

29 August - Numbers 36:1-13

The Interconfessional Bible Society in Romania runs camps for children with
learning difficulties and their parents. Pray that every child will have great fun at
camp, and discover the Good News about Jesus.

30 August - 1 Timothy 1:1-11

The Bible Society in Russia aims to make the New Testament available in a
series of videos in Russian Sign Language. Pray that many in the Russian deaf
community will be able to see and receive the Word of God.

31 August - 1 Timothy 1:12-20
Praise God, the Audio Scriptures in Native Languages project in Mexico provides Audio
New Testaments to poor communities, so people who can’t read can hear God'’s Word.
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The Mobile Bible Bookshop serves rural and remote communities in Moldova.

1

SAT

1 September - 1 Timothy 2:1-7

The Bible-a-month partner for September is the Interconfessional Bible

Society of Moldova. Give thanks for their Mobile Bible Bookshop which travels
to marketplaces, summer camps and church outreaches all over Moldova.
Through it, connections are made with families who would not normally be
reached. Pray that it would become a valuable resource to more people.

2 September - 1 Timothy 2:8-15

Pray for the work of the Bible Society in the East Caribbean. The staff team,
based in Barbados, work throughout the twelve different island-states with a
total population of 2.3 million. Pray that God'’s love will be experienced as
people engage with his Word.

3 September - 1 Timothy 3:1-7

Preserving Bible Work in Ukraine Amidst War is a priority for the Ukrainian Bible
Society. Staff there continue to work — handing out free Scriptures to churches,
volunteer organisations and individuals. However, some staff have been forced
to leave their homes due to the life-threatening situation there, and volunteers
are needed to guard the Bible Society’s warehouses due to frequent robberies.
Pray for the protection of the staff team and volunteers and the continuation of
Bible work during this dark time.
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4 September - Psalm 61

In Thailand, the Bible Society is working towards publishing a Thai Study Bible
particularly aimed at the younger generation and people outside the church.
Pray that through this Bible young people will get to know God in a deeper way.

5 September - 1 Timothy 3:8-13

In Serbia, Bible Literacy School is held once a week in two different Roma
neighbourhoods. Romani young people are introduced to the Bible in their
native language. Pray that the message of the Gospel will have a profound
impact upon young lives.

6 September - 1 Timothy 3:14-4:5

The Bible Society of Rwanda uses Bible-based literacy materials to help combat
high illiteracy rates, and to encourage people to engage with Scripture.

Pray for the literacy classes running mainly from churches, and pray for more
teachers to be found so that more groups can become established.

7 September - 1 Timothy 4:6-16
Pray for the writing and publishing of the new Bibleworld Book resources.
Pray that these would be useful in helping all ages explore the Bible together.

8 September - 1 Timothy 5:1-16

In Malawi, Family Scripture Engagement Packs are being distributed to families in
rural areas. Praise God, there have been encouraging reports of people’s lives
being changed as a result of having regular access to God's Word.

9 September - 1 Timothy 5:17-25
Our Light and Life magazine style John’s Gospels, have been very popular this
year. Pray that every copy distributed will be read.

10 September - 1 Timothy 6:1-10

Pray for the deaf community in Hungary. The Hungarian Bible Society is
working on a signed translation of the Mark’s Gospel and aim to eventually
translate the whole of the New Testament.

11 September - Psalm 62

The Bible Society of Guatemala offers support to broken families through work-
shops against domestic violence. Please pray for the many families devastated
by this kind of abuse. Pray for lives to be changed and healing to begin through
God'’s Word.

12 September - 1 Timothy 6:11-20

Pray for the Hope at the Edge project in Lithuania, which aims to provide hope
and comfort to suffering people through God’s Word. The 2022 focus is Bible
distribution in schools, prisons, and social care organisations. Pray for God to
protect weak and vulnerable people living in Lithuania.
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13 September - 2 Samuel 10:1-19

The Bible in Giant Print for People With Visual Disabilities aims to print the books
of Joshua and Deuteronomy this year in Slovakia. Give thanks that the New
Testament and the Psalms are already in large print. Pray that blind and elderly
people will be blessed as they enjoy the presence of God in his Word.

14 September - 2 Samuel 11:1-27

The troubles in the Middle East leave Christians feeling desolate, unhopeful,
and seeking a way out. Pray for the Bible Society in Lebanon as staff there aim
to strengthen relationships with local churches and encourage Christians.
Pray that local believers will grow in their faith.

15 September - 2 Samuel 12:1-14
The SBS Board of Trustees meets today. Pray for God’s blessing on this meeting
and give thanks for the knowledge and expertise of each of our Trustees.

16 September - 2 Samuel 12:15-31

In Chad, the first Bible in the Kera language is nearing completion. Give thanks
as the last check with the translation consultant is this month, the text will

be sent for layout and a publication date set. Pray that the final stages of this
project will go well and that the Bible Society of Chad have the financial means
to publish this Bible as quickly as possible.

17 September - 2 Samuel 13:1-22

The Braille Bible Project in Mongolia aims to print 80 full copies of the Braille
Bible to distribute across Mongolia’s 21 provinces in places such as schools and
libraries. Please pray that those living with sight loss will be able to access one
of these Braille Bibles and meet with Jesus.

18 September - Psalm 63

Bible-based Trauma Healing sessions continue to be offered by the Haitian Bible
Society to help those affected by the 2021 earthquake in Haiti. Pray for funding
for this programme — fewer Bibles were available for participants due to
financial restrictions.

19 September - 2 Samuel 13:23-39

Give thanks that face-to-face meetings are now resuming, and pray for the
United Bible Societies Executive Board as they meet together. Pray for journeying
mercies as they travel from different parts of the world.

20 September - 2 Samuel 14:1-33

Please continue praying for the church in the Middle East. Praise God for the
strengthening of relationships between the Bible Society and the Church in Iraq as
they work to preserve Christianity and encourage believers to be steadfast witnesses.

21 September - 2 Samuel 15:1-37

Draw My Own Bible provides the opportunity for children to respond to Bible
stories through drawing and learning God'’s Word. Pray for children in Ecuador
who are taking part in Draw My Own Bible groups run by Bible Society volunteers.
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22 September - 2 Samuel 16:1-23

Helping the Churches Teach the Bible aims to encourage Christians to develop
regular Bible study habits in Costa Rica. Please pray that believers from all
church denominations will grow in their knowledge of God’s Word.

23 September - 2 Samuel 17:1-29

As we prepare for our advanced training course in Bible-based Trauma Healing
in Larbert this October, please pray for those who will attend. Pray they will be
encouraged as they share experiences with each other.

24 September - 2 Samuel 18:1-33

Families Following the Route of the Bible is a project in Honduras where the

Family Bible is being translated into Spanish. Pray that during times of
uncertainty families would find hope and joy as they read the Scriptures together.

25 September - Psalm 64

Out of the seventeen ethnic groups in the Southern Blue Nile region of Sudan,
the Uduk people are the only group where the majority is Christian. Pray that
the First Bible in the Uduk language will soon be published for them.

26 September - 2 Samuel 19:1-23

Youth in Lesotho face many problems such as unemployment, human
trafficking, and other unlawful activities. The Million Bibles Project aims to
motivate young people to engage with the Bible at an early stage by distributing
New Testaments at local youth events. Pray for openness amongst the young
people and for their increased involvement in church.

27 September - 2 Samuel 19:24-43

The Bible Society of Uganda aims to provide Braille or Audio Bibles to people
living with visual impairment. Pray that those receiving a Bible will grow to love
Jesus and share about him with their friends.

28 September - 2 Samuel 20:1-26

Pray for the Bible Society of Nicaragua as they partner with Bethel Baptist
Missionary Estate to provide Bibles and training to pastors and young leaders in
Nicaragua. Pray that church leaders there will grow in their knowledge of God.

29 September - 2 Samuel 21:1-14

The Gaelic Audio New Testament recording will conclude this week. Please

give thanks for everyone involved and pray for God's blessing upon this new
resource, that many people will come to know his Word and presence through
using it.

30 September - 2 Samuel 22:1-16

Remember the Cuba Bible Commission in prayer. The Bible books of Luke and
Acts are being translated into Sign Language and filmed for the deaf community
in Cuba. Please pray for the team as they are due to complete the project by the
end of this year.



When you join our Bible-a-month Partnership you can help
people from all around the world encounter Jesus,

by putting a Bible into their hands

Here’s how the partnership works

Gi
A regular monthly gift of £5 or me

Receive
A free colour calendar with photos and information
about 12 different Bible Society projects
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The Scottish Bible Society seeks, under God, to put

the Bible into people’s hands and hearts.

We work so that all people can have the Bible in a language
they understand, a form they can access, and at an

affordable price, to aid genuine encounters with God.

Our vision is to see lives transformed through the Bible.
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